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their title to the Grand Signer's protection, and that
consequently everything the English merchants possessed
was at his mercy. The Pasha pricked up Ms ears: the
property of the Aleppo Factory, in money and merchan-
dise, amounted to 1,200,000 dollars. Before they knew
what had taken place, all the English merchants found
themselves in prison. The Consul offered his own person
as a pledge and was committed to custody. The others
were let out, but they were forbidden to do any business,
and their warehouses were guarded by soldiers, lest any
of the spoil should slip through the Pasha's fingers.

Curiously enough, the French did not make much
trouble, beyond presenting a grossly exaggerated claim
for damages, alleging that they had been robbed by Digby
of 150,000 dollars in cash, whereas their ships were
really empty, cash and cargo having already been landed.
But the Venetians, actuated partly by the desire to ruin
their competitors out of the field, and partly by rage at
the defeat of their fleet, seem to have displayed un-
measured vindictiveness. Our Consul states that they
tried to induce the Pasha, with offers of large sums of
money, to impale and hang the English for rebels, or, as
an alternative, to drive them out of the country naked.

The English Consul obtained, at the price of 2,000
dollars, permission to send down to Scanderoon three
merchants to tell Digby what his exploit involved and
to beseech him to restore his prizes; which he did with
a very bad grace. Then, having dispatched an express
to Constantinople, the Consul decided, as at least six
weeks would elapse before an answer could come, to save
the colony's property from immediate confiscation by
paying the Pasha a ransom of 50,000 dollars.

As soon as the Consular report reached him, the Am-
bassador set to work to whitewash Digby's action and